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NORTH  WITCHFORD 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1939. 


MR.  CHAIRMAN  and  GENTLEMEN,— 


I  have  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  general  health  of  the  district  during  the 
past  year  has  been  very  satisfactory. 

The  influx  of  evacuees  did  not  have  any  ill  effect  on  the  health  of 
the  inhabitants. 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  recently  requested  Medical  Officers  of  Health  to 
confine  their  reports  to  essential  and  urgent  matters,  and  in  presenting  this  report 
I  would  draw  your  attention  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  water  supply  in  certain  parts 
of  the  district.  The  securing  of  an  adequate  water  supply  to  all  parts  of  the  District 
is  both  urgent  and  essential. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  DAWSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  CECIL  THOMAS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

(till  30th  September,  1939) . 

J.  F.  DAWSON,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector:  R.  C.  L.  WILLIAMS,  A.R.S.I. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres)  . 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate,  1939) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . 


26,088 
4,910 
1,439 
£54  -  17 


1 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births.  Legitimate 

Illegitimate  . . 

Total 

73 

2 

Stillbirths  . 

1 

Deaths  . 

57 

Total 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 


Puerperal  sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  causes 

Total 


M.  F. 

38  35  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

—  2  resident  population  mid-1939: 

15.27. 


1  0  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

still  births) :  13.15. 

35  22  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

average  population:  11.47. 

M.  F. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 


Deaths 

still)  births. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

* 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  -  26. 31. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  -  26.31. 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  -  nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  12 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  Nil 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Virol  Pathological  Research  Laboratory  examine  specimens  submitted 
for  examination. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  district  is  not  provided  with  an  ambulance.  Infectious  cases  are  removed 
to  Hospital  in  the  Wisbech  Isolation  Hospital  Ambulance. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  a  vehicle  at  Manea  has  been  fitted  out 
as  an  ambulance,  which  will  be  used  in  the  event  of  casualties  occurring  as  the  result 
of  air  raids.  If  necessary,  the  services  of  the  March  Ambulances  may  be  called 
upon  to  augment  the  above. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Nursing  in  the  home  is  carried  out  by  three  District  Nurses. 

Clinics. 

A  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  in  Doddington.  It  is  supported  entirely  by 
voluntary  contributions  and  is  under  the  care  of  a  Medical  Practitioner. 

Hospitals. 

The  Public  Assistance  Hospital  at  Doddington  is  available  for  medical  cases. 
It  is  a  Class  II  Hospital  under  the  Emergency  Hospital  Scheme. 


Air  Raid  Precautions. 

As  a  result  of  the  war  there  has  been  established  4  First  Aid  Points  in  North 
Witchford,  1  at  Manea,  1  at  Doddington,  1  at  Wimblington,  and  1  at  Benwick. 
There  is  also  a  mobile  unit  at  March  which  is  available  for  the  North  Witchford 
District.  These  will  deal  with  casualties  resulting  from  air  raids,  if  such  casualties 
occur  in  the  district. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  in  milk  production  is  gradually  being  improved 
by  the  enforcement  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  regularly  visits  places  used  for  the  sale,  storage  or 
preparation  of  food,  and  inspects  animals  and  carcases  killed  in  the  slaughter-houses. 


Adulteration,  8Cc.,  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

This  work  is  carried  out  entirely  by  the  County  Council. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Doddington  and  Wimblington  are  satisfactorily  seived  with  a  piped  supply. 
The  remainder  of  the  District  is  unsatisfactorily  supplied.  The  low  pressure  in  the 
mains  at  Manea  results  in  an  inadequate  supply  in  the  summer  months  when  water 
is  most  needed.  Although  the  piped  supply  passes  conveniently  to  Stonea,  this 
village  is  not  supplied  from  the  mains. 

Benwick  has  no  piped  supply,  and  has  to  rely  for  its  water  on  the  local  rain¬ 
fall.  The  shortage  of  water  in  the  summer  months  often  becomes  alarming.  The 
securing  of  a  satisfactory  piped  water  supply  is  a  matter  of  urgency  and  as  such 
should  receive  immediate  attention. 


HOUSING. 


Unfortunately  the  war  has  put  a  stop  to  any  constructive  work  which  might 
have  been  done  in  this  direction. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  have  been  no  outbreaks  of  disease  in  the 
district  during  the  year.  The  table  appended  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious 
disease. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED. 

Scarlet  Fever  .  5 

Diphtheria  .  5 

Pneumonia  .  2 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Four  new  cases  were  notified  to  me  during  the  year.  Two  female 
(Respiratory),  2  Male  (1  Respiratory,  1  Non-Respiratory) . 


DEATHS. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

During  the  year  54.5  %  of  the  parents  consented  to  have  their  children 
immunised  against  Diphtheria. 

Immunisation  was  carried  out  at  the  schools.  The  prophylactic  used  was 
Toxoid — Antitoxin  Floccules  (Suspension). 


* 


. 


